
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Facing the Anthropocene in Latin America: Stories, Agencies, and Institutions  

Room 349 (Senate House, 3d Floor, Malet Street, WC1E 7HU)  

28 April 2020 

Keynote Speaker: 

Louis Kotzé (Research Professor, Faculty of Law, North-West University, South Africa; Senior 

Professorial Fellow in Earth System Law, University of Lincoln, UK) 

Not only has the Anthropocene been unequally produced but it is also differentially dealt with. 

Ironically, those peoples and places the most exploited and marginalized in the historical making 

of the Anthropocene are often the most capable of adapting to its deleterious consequences. And 

if it is true that “the question of how to live the Anthropocene is inseparable from the question of 

how to write it” - as literary scholar Mary Louise Pratt has affirmed - we should, then, pay closer 

attention to how peripheral people narrate it, as well as how these stories help construct their social 

and legal institutions. This one-day workshop will explore the links between narratives of the 

Anthropocene and the shaping of institutions and policies in Latin America, with an emphasis on 

the experience of marginalised social groups, such as indigenous peoples, campesinos and social 

movements.  

Commonly illustrated by Eduardo Galeano’s image of its “open veins”, Latin America has 

been one of the world’s most harshly exploited regions in modern times; the extraction of its 

riches, especially the mineral ones, have arguably played a fundamental role in the rise of the 

capitalist world-system. Even after the early nineteenth-century decolonisation, the new nation-

states remained heavily reliant on the revenues generated by extractive land uses - such as rubber 

tapping and coffee plantations - which displaced, slaughtered, and sometimes enslaved native 

peoples. Despite, or perhaps because of, such experiences, several extant indigenous and peasant 

communities in Latin American are vibrant examples of socio-environmental resilience based on 

the creative reinterpretation of ancient cosmologies and institutions.  



The workshop will create a dialogue between academics working in diverse fields such as 

geography, cultural studies, politics, law, economics, sociology, and anthropology. Possible topics 

for papers include, but are not limited to: 

● How have indigenous cosmovisions been informing Latin American legal and political 

institutions? 

● How have the political and legal national and supranational institutions of the Global South 

(e.g. Latin American continent) taken up the ‘gauntlet’ thrown down by the 

extractivist/anthropocentric model of development? 

● How can the different approaches to the commons help to create innovative management 

systems of environmental resources? 

We welcome abstracts of up to 300 words for 15-20 minute papers.  

The papers accepted may be invited to contribute to an edited volume. 

Please send abstracts and a brief biography to Dr Domenico Giannino at 

domenico.giannino@sas.ac.uk by Monday 2nd March 2020. 
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